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As thoughts turn to apple cider, pumpkins, and the glorious au-

tumn colored leaves, we take time to inform you of the many ac-

complishments of the Danville Business Alliance during the third 

quarter of 2016, as well as our goals for the future. 

 

 The annual financial review of the DBA by Brewer & Compa-

ny, LLC confirmed the DBA continues to be financially sound 

and able to meet its current and expected obligations.  

 

 The DBA held its second annual Wine in the Pines Festival on 

July 23, 2016.  Hundreds of attendees were attracted by our 

diverse selection of wineries, crafters and artists from Susque-

hanna River Artists and the Danville Arts Council.  Plans are 

already afoot for next year including a change in the date.  We 

thank our many sponsors (see page 2), Old Forge Brewing 

Company, and our energetic, hard working volunteers! 

 

 The Danville Theater Project Feasibility Study was completed, 

inclusive of projected use, revenues and expenses, operation-

al sustainability, and employee operations.  The study will 

serve as the DBA’s guide for the theater’s post-conversion op-

eration. 

 

 In late July DBA Executive Director Jim Wilson, DBA Director 

Ted Strosser, and Bryan Van Sweden, Regional Community 

Preservation Coordinator with the Pennsylvania Historical & 

Museum Commission, organized an educational session at 

the annual conference of the National Alliance of Preservation 

Commissions entitled “Cooperative Property Management:  A 

Practical Approach for Improving Older Neighborhoods.”  In 

part the session covered Danville’s experience using various 

strategies for stimulating repair, reuse and conversion of emp-

ty or underutilized buildings in our central business district.      
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What’s Happening! 
- From the desk of James Wilson, DBA Executive Director 

 The DBA opened negotiations to purchase the former Capitol 

Theater at 117-123 Mill Street. 

 On August 17 E tu Bistro was the site of the DBA’s summer 

mixer for our members.  Many thanks to E tu’s management 

and staff for their generosity in hosting and organizing this 

very successful event! 

 Once again our Fall Arts & Crafts Fair was very successful, 

attracting over 120 vendors and our usual strong attendance 

to the downtown for this event.  More details are on page 2. 

 The DBA is well underway with its plans for another wonder-

ful holiday season, including more free carriage rides in the 

historic and business districts, relocation of Santa’s Cottage 

next to Beiter’s, enhanced Christmas lighting, and an Art 

Walk in the downtown. 

 With the cooperation of Danville’s businesses and residents 

the DBA conducted an image perception survey in July and 

August.  There were 121 respondents, of which 103 reside in 

the 17821 Zip Code, and 79 offered comments on a broad 

range of ways to improve Danville.  Based on the survey da-

ta, the DBA has revised its 5-year strategic plan to align its 

program objectives with the most commonly cited observa-

tions and suggestions.   

 The state awarded a Greenways, Trails & Recreation Pro-

gram grant to Danville Borough to conduct a feasibility study 

of redeveloping the combined Canal Park and former Doc’s 

parcel into a public space.  The Borough has made the DBA 

a sub-recipient, responsible for organizing the study.  Larson 

Design Group will serve as the study consultant.  We expect 

the study’s conclusions and recommendations will be made 

public in March 2017.   
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On Sat. July 23, the second annual “Wine in the Pines” event, sponsored by Carriage Manor Builders, Co-

lumbia Montour Partnership for Community Development, First Keystone Community Bank, FNB Bank, 

Geisinger Health System, Henry Voelcker, Inc., Larson Design Group, Law firm of Marks, McLaughlin & 

Dennehy, Mayberry Hospitality Catering, Old Forge Brewing Company, RTD Promo, and Service 1st Credit 

Union, was held at Hess Field.  This turned out to be one of the hottest days of the year.  Despite the tem-

peratures, guests were treated to wine samples from six wineries and the DBA sold craft beer donated by 

Old Forge.  Approximately 40 vendors were present and participated in the festival by selling food and craft 

items.  Rounding out the afternoon, entertainment for the fair was provided by both Woody Wolfe and the 

Louie Land Jazz Trio.  

 

 

FALL ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 

  

The Fall Arts and Craft festival was held on September 10, 2016.  The 37th annual event included approxi-

mately 120 vendors selling food and assorted homemade and handmade crafts.  Many Mill Street retailers  

also participated by displaying merchandise or offering food products.  The Fall Arts & Craft fair was another 

DBA  success, and we thank our volunteers and the Promotions committee for their hard work and guidance.  

We also extend a thank you to our sponsors, Geisinger and Graeme Woods of G.S. Woods Financial Solu-

tions LLC, for their generous contributions to this event. 

The wineries, pictured 

left, prepare for the 

winefest. 



DBA COMMITTEE NEWS 

Promotions Committee 

After planning and orchestrating 

two successful events (WITP and 

FAC- see page 2 for more details), 

the promotions committee will now 

turn their focus to the holidays.  

We intend to repeat the traditional 

aspects of the season (Candlelight 

Preview, Late Shopper Night,  

Santa’s reindeer, and a welcome 

Santa parade), as well as some 

new activities.  We are scheduling 

additional downtown carriage 

rides which provided positive  

feedback last year and showcased 

the downtown area.  We are  

interested in your thoughts and 

suggestions. 

On November 19, during holiday 

shopping hours, the Danville Arts 

Council will coordinate with  

downtown retailers to conduct an 

‘Art Stroll’.  This event pairs artists 

and businesses on Mill Street.  

The public is welcome to view the 

display of works by individual artist 

who will each be hosted by the 

interested shop owners. 

The DBA would like to remind all 

members that the DBA maintains 

a Facebook page and its website 

is active.  We encourage everyone 

to list events on the website calen-

dar, or submit information to be 

posted on our Facebook page. 

 

 

 

. 

  

 

 

ERC (Economic Restructuring     

Committee) 

Creating a community arts center in 

Danville continues to be a main  

focus of the Economic Restructuring 

Committee. Progress is being made 

on multiple fronts. 

First, we are considering alternative 

options for a downtown Danville  

location for the project. Viable plans 

for several existing buildings in and 

near the downtown are being  

finalized. In addition to the former 

Capitol Theater on Mill Street, we 

have identified at least two other 

feasible spaces that could serve our 

purposes. 

Second, we recently engaged  

students studying public relations at 

Bloomsburg University who are  

going to work with us as part of a 

school project. The students will  

create strategic and tactical plans 

for communicating to the community 

about the theater. Their efforts will 

encompass social media, special 

events, fundraising, and media  

relations. 

 Finally, we continue to gather steam 

from local leaders, businesses, and 

politicians who are enthusiastic 

about the project. Recent coverage 

in the Sunday edition of The Daily 

Item, pending grant applications,  

letters of support, and visits from 

high-level officials are all adding to 

the momentum. 

Design Committee 

The DBA Design Committee is 

seeking new members to  

generate initiatives geared  

toward improving the appearance 

of the central business district.  

Previous projects have included 

the recently ended façade grant 

program, the 2013 streetscape 

project, the banners and flags on 

Mill Street, the murals, and the 

support of the Danville Arts 

Council. 

In addition, the committee will 

have a significant role to play in 

the feasibility of converting Canal 

Park and the former Docs  

location into a green space  

dedicated to public use.  The fea-

sibility study is funded by a state 

grant and will offer the committee 

and the community a chance to 

help decide the future use of 

these strategically located by  

underutilized parcels. 

The Danville Arts Council hosted 

an event called “The Power of 

Water: 5 years after” at the Artmill 

beginning Sept. 2nd.  They are 

also conducting a Christmas card 

fundraiser for the 2016 season.  

The DAC is discussing two future 

opportunities – a mural to be  

located at the Emmanuel center 

and an exhibit at the Art Space 

gallery in Bloomsburg.   

 

 

Pictured at left are visitors shopping for bargains 

at  the DBA Fall Arts & Crafts fair. 



Contact Us: 

Danville Business Alliance 
346 Mill Street 

Danville, PA 17821 

(570) 284-4502/4503 

(570) 284-4504 (fax)  

dbamst@ptd.net 

dbadiane@ptd.net 

Visit us on the web at 

www.visitdanvillepa.org  

or like us on Facebook! 

Central PA Race Series Meaty, Beaty, Big & Bouncy Cyclocross -        

 Sunday, November 13, 2016 

Central PA Race Series Boneshaker Cyclocross -                              

 Saturday, November 19, 2016 

OTHER

  UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
 

 

 It is never too early to start planning for the holidays!  The Promotions Committee has already 

established a schedule for the annual events.  We have added a few new options to brighten 

the downtown this year, and hopefully encourage more visitors to shop and eat in Danville! 

 

Please see the following list of confirmed activities: 

Downtown Danville’s Holiday Kick-off (Candlelight Preview) – November 19, 2016  5-9 pm 

Free Carriage Rides (provided by Running Springs Farm) - November 19, 2016  5-9 pm 

Annual Holiday Open House – November 20, 2016  12-5 pm 

Shopping Pass Days – November 25 & 26, 2016 

Small Business Saturday – Shop Local– November 26, 2016 

Welcome Santa Parade – December 2, 2016  6 pm 

Late Shopper Nite – December 2, 2016  5-11 pm 

Visit with Santa’s Reindeer – December 10, 2016  12-3 pm 

Visit Santa’s House – Fridays, December 9 & 16, 2016  5-7 pm 

          Saturdays, December 3, 10 & 17, 2016  12-3 pm 

Free Carriage Rides- December 16, 2016 5-7 pm & December 17, 2016  12-3 pm 

 

the Downtown  Danville 

way  

Holiday season - 

the Downtown Danville 

way 


